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Present: Chairperson Drummond; Members; Copeland, Grinnan, Harper, Jawad, Tessler, 

Westerlund, and Wright 

   

Absent: Wilensky  

 

Also Present: Interim Planning & Zoning Administrator, Brown 

  Village Clerk/Assistant Village Manager, Rutkowski 

  Planning Consultant, Borden 

  Council Liaison, Peddie 

   

Drummond called the regular Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Village 

Municipal Building located at 18500 W. 13 Mile Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025. 

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Motion by Westerlund, second by Jawad, to approve the agenda as published. 

 

Motion passed.  

 

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON, VICE-CHAIRPERSON, AND SECRETARY 

The Planning Commission elects a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, and Secretary from its 

appointed members annually.  

 

Drummond opened the floor for nominations.  

 

Motion by Jawad, second by Wright, to nominate Drummond for Chairperson.  

There were no other nominations 

 

 Roll Call Vote: 

Motion passed (8-0) 

 

Motion by Westerlund, second by Grinnan, to nominate Wilensky for Vice-Chairperson.  

There were no other nominations.  

 

 Roll Call Vote: 

Motion passed (8-0)  

 

 Motion by Copeland, second by Harper, to nominate Grinnan for Secretary.  

There were no other nominations. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Motion passed (8-0) 

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER APPROVAL OF REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD JUNE 22, 2022 

Motion by Westerlund, second by Wright, to approve the minutes of a regular Planning 

Commission meeting held June 22, 2022.  
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 Motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE PUBLISHED AGENDA 

None. 
 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER APPROVAL OF AN 8’ TALL PRIVACY FENCE AT 22305 

W. 13 MILE ROAD, DETROIT COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

Brown provided an overview. The Village of Beverly Hills received a fence permit application 

from Detroit Country Day School located at 22305 W. 13 Mile Road to install an eight (8) foot 

high wooden privacy fence. 

 

The petitioner is seeking approval from the Planning Commission per the Village Zoning 

Ordinance Section 22.08.150.E Fence, Wall, and Privacy Screen Regulations which states “any 

fences or similar structures that enclose all or part of a public or institutional playground, athletic 

field, or similar use greater than seven feet in height above grade shall require Planning 

Commission approval.” The petitioner, Detroit Country Day School, would like to remove and 

replace its current 8’ tall wooden privacy fence with another fence of the same height and style. 

The petitioner would replace approximately 1400-1700 feet of fencing along the west side the 

property. Currently, the privacy fence serves as a barrier, separating the homes located in the 

Georgetown-Lincolnshire subdivision from the Detroit County Day School parking lot and softball 

field.  

 

The Commission was provided with a copy of the petitioner’s fence permit application, photos of 

the existing fence, a photo of the proposed fence and supporting documentation. 

 

Borden stated that the existing fence is an 8’ solid wood fence, which is in conflict with paragraph 

E of this section of the Ordinance which states: “[f]ences that enclose public or institutional 

playgrounds shall not exceed seven feet in height above grade and shall not obstruct vision to an 

extent greater than 25% of their total areas.”  

 

Borden opined that the Planning Commission was not the appropriate body to allow this type of 

fence and that the existing non-conforming fence petition should be brought to the Zoning Board 

of Appeals for a variance.  

 

Scott Stanley, 22305 W. 13 Mile Road, was in attendance on behalf of Detroit Country Day School. 

He stated the fence has been there for a very long time and portions are in disrepair. He said they 

would be willing to drop the height to 7’ of the Commission would approve that. He stated that 

the 8’ fence benefits the neighbors because it provides privacy.  

 

The Commission discussed changing the height of the fence. They agreed that if the height were 

to be reduced, then the neighbors should be notified in advance and be given time to voice their 

opinion since the notice that went out indicated this request was for an 8’ fence.  

 

The Commissioners discussed options on how to proceed with this request and agreed that the best 

course of action would be for the petitioner to withdraw his request from the Planning Commission 

and submit the request to the ZBA instead.  
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Nancy Hoover, Lincolnshire, stated that the existing fence has fallen down 3 times in the 6 years 

that she has lived at her residence next to the school. She said there are holes in the fence and it is 

posing a safety concern. She noted that there are young children and pets in the area that the fence 

could fall on if not replaced. She said that DCDS should be responsible for replacing the fence as 

soon as possible. She would like the fence to be replaced with exactly what is there now: an 8’ 

privacy fence; not 6’. 

 

The Commission agreed that if brought to the ZBA, then they would recommend that the ZBA 

approve the request.  

 

The applicant withdrew the request for an 8’ fence and will seek a variance from the Zoning Board 

of Appeals.   

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER APPROVAL OF A GROUND SIGN AT 22305 W. 13 MILE 

ROAD, DETROIT COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

Borden provided an overview of the request.  He reviewed the sign application submittal from 

Detroit Country Day School for a new ground sign at 22305 West 13 Mile Road. The proposal has 

been reviewed for compliance with the requirements of the Village Zoning Ordinance. If the 

application is approved by the Commission, the applicant must obtain a permit prior to installation. 

Sections 22.32.095 and 22.32.110 provide regulations for ground signs, which are outlined in the 

table below: 
 

 
 

Based upon the review of the materials submitted, the proposed ground sign complies with the 

requirements of Section 22.32 Signs of the Village Zoning Ordinance. However, the applicant 

must confirm the setback of the existing retaining wall and spacing between ground signs. 
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Scott Stanley, 22305 W. 13 Mile Road, was in attendance on behalf of Detroit Country Day School. 

He stated that currently there is no marking at this particular entrance and a sign would help people 

locate the entrance.  

 

Drummond asked if there were plans to illuminate the sign. The applicant stated that he does not 

think they could get power out to this location at this time.  

 

Westerlund asked about the height of the retaining wall. Borden noted that it could be allowable 

as high as eight feet.  

 

Motion by Westerlund, second by Wright, that the Planning Commission approves the 

ground sign application for 22305 W. 13 Mile Road, Detroit Country Day School, as 

submitted with the condition that the applicant clarify the height of the sign to ensure that 

the height does not exceed what is allowed by Ordinance.  

 

Roll call vote:  

Motion passed (8-0) 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None. 

 

LIAISON COMMENTS 

None. 

 

ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 

Rutkowski informed the Commission that the Village Council will be recognizing outgoing 

Commissioner Robert Stempien at their next meeting.  

 

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 

Harper asked about the planter boxes in the shopping center. Brown stated that Code Enforcement 

had been to the location and she will follow up. 

 

Wright welcomed Tessler to the Commission. 

 

Westerlund inquired about the landscaping requirements at the bank on 14 Mile Road. He stated 

that designated bike lanes in the Village would be safer than riding on the shoulders. He welcomed 

Tessler.  

 

Drummond encouraged everyone to attend the Council meeting or submit comments to recognize 

Stempien. He appreciates Stempien’s service on the Planning Commission. He thanked residents 

who submit comments and encourages public participation.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion by Westerlund, second by Jawad to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 p.m. 

 

 Motion passed.  



REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES – JULY 27, 2022 – PAGE 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Drummond    Kristin Rutkowski    

Planning Commission   Village Clerk 

Chairperson         


